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INTRODUCTION

St Joseph’s is a Roman Catholic Voluntary Aided (VA) Primary School providing co-educational day schooling.  This document outlines our Admissions Policy for our Pre-School so that all prospective parents are clear on the admission procedure and criteria. 

The ethos of our school is Catholic and our School motto is ‘Learning to do our best with Jesus’.  We ask all parents applying to St Joseph’s Pre-School, to respect this ethos and its importance to the school community.  This does not affect the right of parents who are not of the Catholic faith to apply for and be considered for a place.

Please note St Joseph’s Primary School has a separate Admissions Policy.  Attendance at our Pre-School does not confer any additional admissions rights to those set out in our Primary School Admissions policy. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School is promoted by the Diocese of Northampton and is maintained by Buckinghamshire Local Authority (LA).

As a voluntary aided (VA) School, the Governing Body is responsible for determining the admissions policy.  It is guided in that responsibility by the requirements of:

· The National Education Acts and the School Admissions Code 2009 

· The Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees (NORES)

· The advice and guidance of Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC)

·  Its duty to the school and the local Catholic communities

·  The Fair Access protocol

The school serves the parishes of St Joseph’s, Chalfont St Peter, (which includes the churches of Infant of Prague, Chalfont St Giles and Holy Name, Denham) and St Teresa’s, Beaconsfield. 

Responsibility for the admission of pupils is delegated to the Admissions Committee. 

ADMISSION NUMBER

Having consulted with NORES and BCC in accord with legal requirements, the Governing Body has set its planned Admission Number of the Pre-School as 48.  

The Pre-School is open during school term time, Monday to Friday, from 8.50am to 2.50pm offering flexible hours and options to all children.  Children may attend the Pre-School from age 2 years six months with the choice of attending all day, mornings only, afternoons only or a combination to suit individual family requirements, subject to places being available.

All children are entitled to Flexible Funding for up to 15 hours per week from the term after their third birthday; children attending Pre-School before this will be charged.

ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE

· Our School prospectus provides all information for admission to our Pre-School.  It is available from our Pre-School, School Office or visit our school website on www.st-josephsprimary.bucks.sch.uk.
· Parents wishing to apply for a place for their child in the Pre-School must complete the Pre-School admission form and submit it to Pre-School Manager, by 15th January in the year of admittance. Supporting evidence such as copies of Baptismal certificates, letters from Priests, Religious Leaders, evidence of Faith, (where appropriate), must accompany the Pre-School admission form. 
· The Governing Body will consider all applications according to the criteria set out in this policy without reference to the ability or aptitude of the child.
· Parents will be notified of the outcome of their application by 1st March.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA
Ideally, the Governing Body would like to offer a place to every Catholic child who seeks admission, but because of the limitation on the number of children who can be accommodated within the Pre-School it is necessary to apply criteria to determine who will be offered the available places.  

The Admissions Committee will give priority to children in the following order:
1. Baptised Catholic Looked After children.

2. All other Looked After children.  

3. Baptised Catholic children of families who practise in the Catholic parishes of St Joseph’s, Chalfont St Peter (which includes the churches: St Joseph’s, Chalfont St Peter, Infant of Prague, Chalfont St Giles and Holy Name, Denham) and St Teresa’s, Beaconsfield; whose application is supported by their priest.

4. Baptised Catholic children of families who practise in other Catholic parishes, whose application is supported by their priest. 

5. Other Baptised Catholic children.

6. Baptised children from other Christian denominations whose parents specifically wish them to receive a Catholic education, whose application is supported by their priest or minister of religion.

7. Baptised children from other Christian denominations whose parents specifically wish them to receive a Catholic education.

8. Unbaptised children from a Catholic or other Christian family whose parents specifically wish them to receive a Catholic education and can provide supporting evidence of their faith commitment.

9. Children from other faith backgrounds who can provide supporting evidence from their Minister or Faith Leader.

10. Children from other faith backgrounds whose parents specifically wish them to receive a Catholic education.

11. Applications not covered by any of the criteria 1-10.
Within each category above, places will be allocated in the following order:

A. Siblings of pupils on roll at our Primary School or Pre-School at the time allocations are made and at the time of the proposed admission.

B. Proximity of the child’s normal home address to school 
For definitions of these terms please see ‘Additional Information’ below.
APPEALS

All parents have the right to appeal against any unsuccessful application to the Governing Body Admissions Committee.  Their decision is binding on the Pre-School and the parents.  Please contact the School for details of how to appeal.

In the event of an unsuccessful appeal, the Pre-School will not consider any further application in the same school year (1st September to 31st August), unless there has been a material change in circumstances, for example, a change of address. 
WAITING LISTS

The Pre-School maintains a waiting list in admission criteria order.  Any places will be offered when they become available.  The Pre-School periodically seeks confirmation that parents wish a child to be kept on the waiting list.

HELP AND ADVICE
The Pre-School Manager will be pleased to meet and help with further advice. Contact details are listed below:

St Joseph’s Pre-School Group, St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School, Priory Road, Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks SL9 8SB

Telephone: 01753 887489

Email: stjosephspreschool@hotmail.co.uk
Any outstanding queries will be referred to the Governing Body Admissions Committee for response.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1. CATHOLIC means baptised according to the rites of the Roman Catholic Church, or enrolled in a Catholic Baptismal programme. 

2. LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN are those children in care of the Local Authority or who was previously looked after but immediately after being looked after became the subject of an adoption, residence or special guardianship order.
3. NORMAL HOME ADDRESS is where the child spends the majority of the school week (Monday to Friday, including nights).  We may ask to see official documentation, such as a child benefit book or medical card.

4. OTHER CHRISTIAN denominations are member churches of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, as detailed on their website www.ctbi.org.uk when the school admissions criteria are applied, namely Spring term each year.
5. PARENT includes the natural parent or in their absence a person who is the legal guardian. 

6. PRIEST SUPPORT means your priest will confirm one or more parent(s) are practising Catholics.  Practising means weekly attendance at Mass.  

7. PROXIMITY OF HOME TO SCHOOL is the straight-line distance from a child’s normal home address to school.
8. SIBLING refers to brother, sister, half-brother, half-sister, step-brother and step-sister including adopted children.  The children must be permanently resident at the same household and fully supported by the parents. 
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