Eco-Schools Award

Eco-Schools is an international award program which encourages learning about sustainable development issues and sustainable practices.  We are proud to have already achieved the Bronze award, and are currently working towards the Silver award.

The children are the driving force behind Eco-Schools.  The Eco Warriors run the eco-committee, and through consultation with the rest of the school they determine which environmental themes they want to address and develop an annual action plan which details how they will achieve their aims.

One of the key themes the eco-committee wanted to tackle was reducing waste, and they undertook this through highlighting the need to recycle.  Each classroom has a nominated waste paper bin, and a plastic bottle recycling centre was built from household waste for the school playground.   The gardening club now uses a compost bin for recycling garden waste.

Another major theme adopted is energy.  The eco-warriors wanted to raise awareness of the need to become more energy efficient, and they chose to do this through whole school participation in various activities.  This included switching off unused electrical equipment throughout Climate Week, and holding a ‘Wear it Bright’ day as part of WWF’s Earth Hour in March. The whole school had the opportunity to participate in the Race2Reduce competition, which involved parents as well as pupils.

An allotment has been created to learn about healthy eating and growing food sustainably, and the woodland area has been developed which enables classes to learn about biodiversity.  The enthusiasm of the Eco Warriors does not abate, and ideas for this year are being discussed for a new action plan to build on the successes so far.

